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NEW ZEALAND

Model Club Constitution for Clubs Affiliated with Friendship New

Zealand Incorporated (FNZI).

(Note: These may be modified to suit the needs of individual clubs but be aware that
Rules 9 and 10 are required as a basis for tax exemption by the NZ Inland Revenue
Department)

1) NAME:

2)

3)

4)

a)

The name of the Club is (TO BE COMPLETED).

OBJECTS:

a)

b)

The objects of the Club are:

i) To promote, develop and foster friendship, and advance intellectual and cultural
interests for the enjoyment and benefit of retired and semi-retired people.

ii) To hold regular meetings and arrange activities to provide opportunities for
fellowship, friendship, and social interaction between its Members.

In pursuit of its objects the Club shall:

i) Be non-political and non-sectarian. It shall not endorse any candidate for public
office and shall not take corporate action at any meeting with the intention of
influencing the policies or decisions of governments; however, the merits of any
public question may be a subject of fair and intelligent study or discussion at a club
meeting for the information of members.

i) Not be, or be seen to be, a fund-raising body. The Club, by a majority decision of
its Members, may engage in corporate projects for social benefit provided that any
such activity shall not involve the raising of funds and provided that individual
participants in any project shall be entirely voluntary.

MEMBERSHIP:

a)
b)

c)

Membership of this Club shall be open to residents of New Zealand who are retired or
semi-retired and of good character.

Applicants for membership, with the exception of the Foundation Members, must be
sponsored by two Members of the Club and approved by the Management Committee.
No person shall be denied membership for reasons of race, religion or political
persuasion.

MANAGEMENT:

a)

b)

c)

d)

The Club shall be managed by a Management Committee comprising a President, one
or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer and Committee Members as
decided by the Committee from time to time.

The Immediate Past-President shall be a member of the Committee by virtue of their
office.

Officers and Committee Members shall be elected annually in accordance with the By-
laws. Normally the term of office of the President shall be one year, but this may be
extended if required by special circumstances.

The Club shall keep a register of Members recording names, addresses, telephone
numbers and such other information as the Club may require. Such personal data
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

shall be used only for contact within the Club and shall not be released to agencies
outside the Club without the express consent of each individual Member, except that
the Club's newsletters may be exchanged with other Friendship Clubs and clubs
affiliated with Friendship New Zealand Incorporated.

MEETINGS:

a) The General Meetings of the Club shall be held as at such time and place as Members
decide.

b) An Annual General Meeting for the election of Officers shall be held before 31 March
of each year.

c) The newly elected Management Committee shall take office at the conclusion of the
Annual General Meeting.

FINANCIAL YEAR:
a) The financial year of this Club shall begin on 1% January and end on 31% December.

INFORMATION:

a) The Club shall provide to Friendship New Zealand Incorporated the contact details of
Officers, day of meeting, venue and the number of Members, and pay a fee for
administration costs (including Public Liability and Associations Liability insurance
cover).

SUBSCRIPTIONS:
a) Members of the Club shall pay an annual subscription as determined by the Club each
year and any joining fee as determined by the Committee.

NON-PROFITABILITY:

a) The income and property of the Club shall be applied solely towards the promotion of
the objects of the Club. No portion of the income or property of the Club shall be paid
to or transferred directly or indirectly to the Members of the Club. Nothing herein shall
prevent the reimbursement in good faith of reasonable expenses to any Officer or
Member of the Club for any services actually rendered to the Club.

10) WINDING UP:

a) The Club must be wound up if the Club, at a general meeting, passes a Special
Resolution requiring the Club to be wound up. If upon the winding up of the Club there
remains after satisfaction of all debts and liabilities any property whatsoever, that
property shall be transferred to FNZI or another affiliated Friendship Club or similar
organisation or donated to an appropriate charitable purpose. No Member of the Club
shall be entitled to benefit directly from such disposal of Club assets.

11) BY-LAWS:

a) The Club may adopt By-laws consistent with this Constitution, embodying additional
provisions for the management of this Club.

12) AMENDMENT:

a) This Constitution may be amended at a General Meeting, a quorum being present, by
a two-thirds vote of all Members present and voting, with notice of such proposed
amendment having been published to all Members at least twenty-one (21) days
before such meeting.
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